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Liolaemus nigriceps, an example of a viviparous lizard Credit: University of Lincoln
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LINCOLN, England, March 6 (UPI) -- Global
warming could lead to extinction within 50 years of
lizard species whose embryos are retained with
their mothers' bodies, British researchers say.
Dozens of lizard species characterized by
viviparous reproduction, as opposed to egg-laying
species, are threatened, scientists at the
Universities of Lincoln and Exeter said.
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"Lizards' reproduction is largely linked to climatic
temperatures and viviparous species are usually
found in cold environments," Lincoln researcher
Daniel Pincheira-Donoso said in a Lincoln University release Wednesday.
"When reptiles initially moved to colder areas they needed to evolve emergency measures to
succeed in these harsh places, and we believe viviparity is one of these key measures, he said.
"However, this transition is mostly one-directional and unlikely to be reversed. Rapid changes in the
environment's temperature would demand rapid re-adaptations to secure the species' survival."
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Viviparity allowed lizards in the past to invade and adapt to live in cold environments, and was a key
trait for their evolutionary success, but now it could be a factor in multiple events of extinction, the
researchers said.
© 2013 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Any reproduction, republication, redistribution and/or modification of any UPI content
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NEW YORK, March 6 (UPI) -New York City's so-called cannibal cop, accused
of planning to kidnap, rape, cook and eat women,
refused to testify as his defense lawyers rested
their case.
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NEW YORK, March 6 (UPI) -NBC is talking with Howard Stern about taking
over "Late Night with Jimmy Fallon" if Fallon takes
over "The Tonight Show," the New York Post
reported.
'Rhoda' actress Valerie Harper has terminal
brain cancer
Playboy Playmate Holly Madison gives birth to
daughter
Carrie Fisher confirms 'Star Wars: Episode VII'
role
'Skyfall' director Sam Mendes won't helm next
James Bond film

Science News

Odd News

Apple offers iMac for school
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CUPERTINO, Calif., March 6 (UPI) -Apple has announced a new version of its iMac
computer with scaled-down specifications and a
lowered price, aimed at educational institutions.

SEOUL, March 6 (UPI) -A group of South Korean youths were ejected
from a McDonald's for holding a "potato party" -- a
gathering involving an unhealthy amount of fries.
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Tina Fey and Paul Rudd arrive on the red carpet at
the New York Premiere of ADMISSION at AMC Loews
Lincoln Square 13 in New York City on March 5,
2013. UPI/John Angelillo
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